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   Jacquelyn Smith Spotlight 
Parent, Community Member, Jacquelyn Smith-Conkleton 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Community Advisory Committee 
NEWSLETTER 

SAVE THE DATE for the District's 
biggest arts festival at Grand Park in 
downtown Los Angeles. Saturday, 
April 16, 2016 

 

Join thousands of LAUSD students, 
families and community members for a 
day of health and wellness. For more 
information, please visit, 
http://moveit.lausd.net Saturday, 
April 23, 2016 at Dodgers Stadium 8:00 
a.m. -3:00 p.m. 

CAC Parent Summit 

CAC Mission 

SAVE THE DATE for the upcoming 
education summit. There will be 
workshops, information tables and 
door prizes. Saturday, May 14, 2016 

 

Gifted and Talented Programs This 
workshop will provide an overview of 
the District’s GATE program, discuss 
the seven categories of identification 
and meeting the academic and social 
emotional needs of the gifted student. 
Wednesday, April 6, 2016 at 9:00 a.m. 

LAUSD 5k ‘Move It’ Challenge 

The Community Advisory Committee (CAC) for Special Education advises the Board of Education, 
SELPA Director and the Superintendent’s Cabinet on the annual priorities addressed in the Special 

Education Local Plan Area (SELPA) and advocates for effective Special Education programs and services. 

  

 

“Your Involvement Makes A Difference” 

I’ve learned so much from my interview with one 
of LAUSD’s most seasoned volunteers, Mrs. 
Jacquelyn Smith-Conkleton, who has been actively 
involved for more than 43 years. With two sons, 
five foster children, two grandsons and one great-
granddaughter, Mrs. Jacquelyn Smith-Conkleton 
honed her advocacy skills at schools like Dorsey 
HS, Audubon MS, Towne Elementary, 42nd Street 
Elementary and Ralph Bunche Elementary of 
Compton Unified School District. 

She gained knowledge from attending many Los 
Angeles Unified School District and Los Angeles 
County Office of Education sponsored trainings 
which helped her become an advocate for children 

(Continued on page 5) 

PCSS Parent Workshop 

The Grand Arts Festival 
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“Mom, I don’t feel good.”  
Should you keep your child home? If they are obviously sick, your 
decision is easy. But sometimes it’s hard to know. Before you decide, talk 
to your child.  
 A child might ask to stay home if: 

• they’re being bullied (if so, contact the school) 
• they’re having a problem with a friend 
• there’s a test they didn’t study for 
• an assignment is incomplete  
• they are feeling anxious or stressed for some reason 

Did they eat breakfast? Sleep well? With more information you’ll know 
how to help. 
Regular school attendance is important. Students can quickly fall behind. 
Ask what work they will miss. Perhaps they can work on assignments at 
home. 
Our Transitional Kindergarteners, Kindergarteners, 9th graders, and 
students with exceptional needs or disabilities miss the most school. The 
reasons vary. But before you agree to keep your child home, talk first. 
This is the best support you can give. 

Upcoming Events 

(Continued on page 4) 

Did You Know? 
An Overview of the Special Education Process 

The Los Angeles Unified School District is committed to serving the educational 
needs of each of its students. Each District school has a process that brings 
together the parent or guardian, the student, if appropriate, and school personnel 
to address any problem that interferes with a student's success in school. This 
team may be known as a Student Study Team, or Student Success Team (SST). 
This team is responsible for identifying the student's needs and developing a plan 
to enable the student to be successful. 

A student with a disability may qualify for accommodations or classroom 
modifications under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. You or your 
child's teacher may submit a written request to the school administrator for a 
Section 504 evaluation of your child in order to determine whether 
accommodations or modifications might be appropriate.. 

Sometimes, however, students may require special education and related services. 
Eligibility for special education is determined by an Individualized Education 
Program (IEP) team after a student has had a formal assessment. Students receive 
special education services only after all the resources of the general education 
program have been considered. 

1. Student Referral 

A parent, guardian, teacher, other school personnel and community members 
who believe that a child may need special education services may request a 
special education assessment of the child. The request should be made in writing 
and provided to the school principal. A Request for a Special Education 
Assessment Form is available in all school offices.  

Supporting Regular 

Attendance 

By: Kathy Kantner 

A Message from Our Chairperson 

The IEP Process 
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Meet Our CAC Student Members 

Meet Mackenzie Elizabeth Garcia 

	 

My name is Mackenzie Elizabeth 
Garcia. I am a 12th grader at 
Edward Roybal Learning Center. 
My favorite thing to do is to 
watch my favorite movies. I like 
to draw and design my own 
clothes. 

I am proud of being a senior, because I have worked 
really hard and I will be graduating this year. I try my 
best in all of my classes. I help Ms. Robinson with her 
Alternate Curriculum Students. I am also in Ms. 
Angello’s Leadership class and in addition, the 
DREAMERS Club. I am a member of the Community 
Advisory Committee (CAC). 

One of my greatest challenges was the 11th grade. It 
was the hardest grade for me because I was getting a 
lot of bad grades as I wasn’t paying attention in class 
and I wouldn’t do the homework. This year things 
changed and I am getting very good grades. Once I 
graduate from high school, I will go to college and 
start building my career as a veterinarian. 

 

 

 

Meet Kelcie Monico 

My name is Kelcie Monico, I am 17years old. I am a 
student at Edward Roybal Learning Center. I am 
proud that I am still in school compared to some of 
my friends. My favorite thing to do is read books. 
During my high school years I’ve had supportive 
teachers, like Ms. Mitchell and Ms. Nance. I have 
learned that I am smart and independent. I am a 
member of the Community Advisory Committee 
(CAC). I want to go to college, however I’m not sure 
what I should major in. 

Meet Gadiel Sanchez 

My name is Gadiel. I attend Edward 
Roybal Learning Center. I am a 
quiet person. I don’t like too many 
people around me. I like to play 
video games. 

As I look back on my school 
experience, I am most proud of how 
my reading fluency has increased. 
My favorite subject is English, 

however I am better in math. I am a member of the 
Community Advisory Committee (CAC). Once I 
graduate, I want to start working. 
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(Continued from Page 2) 

The Special Education Assessment Plan describes the types and 
purposes of the assessments, which may be used to determine your 
child's eligibility for special education services.  Before your child can be 
assessed, you must consent to the assessment by signing the plan.  

2. Assessment/Evaluation 

An assessment involves gathering information about your child to 
determine whether your child has a disability and the nature and extent 
of special education services that your child may need. Assessments may 
include individual testing, observations of the child at school, interviews 
with the child and school personnel who work with the child, and 
review of school records, reports and work samples. 

3. Development of an Individualized Education Program (IEP) 

After your child has been assessed, an Individualized Education 
Program (IEP) meeting will be held. The IEP meeting will be held at a 
time and place reasonably convenient for both you and the District’s 
representatives. At this meeting, the IEP team will discuss the 
assessment results and determine whether your child is eligible for 
special education services. If your child is eligible, an IEP will be 
developed during the meeting. 

4. What is an IEP? 

An IEP is a written document developed and agreed to by an IEP team 
that determines your child’s present levels of educational and functional 
performance and needs. Based on these needs, the IEP team, with your 
participation, will develop annual goals and objectives for your child to 
achieve. The IEP team will discuss the most appropriate educational 
setting, services and supports your child will need to achieve the goals 
and objectives. The IEP team will also inform you when you can expect 
progress reports of your child’s achievement towards these goals and 
objectives. 

5. Implementation of the IEP 

You will receive a copy of the IEP at the IEP team meeting. If you do not 
attend the IEP team meeting, the IEP will be explained and a copy will 
be mailed to you. You have the right to agree or disagree with any part 
of the IEP. The school is required to get your consent to the IEP before 
your child receives special education services. Once you have signed in 
agreement to all or parts of the IEP, then those agreed upon 
recommendations will be implemented by the responsible teachers and 
service providers. 

6. IEP Review 

If your child is receiving special education services, his or her IEP will be 
reviewed at an IEP team meeting at least once a year to determine how 
well he or she is meeting the established goals and objectives. In 
addition, every three years, your child will be reassessed as needed. 

If there are concerns that your child's educational needs are not being 
met, either you or school personnel may request a reassessment or an 
IEP team meeting to review the IEP, at any time during the year. You 
may request an IEP team meeting by sending a written request to the 
school. Once your request is received, the meeting must be held within 
thirty (30) days, not counting school vacations greater than five (5) days.  

If you would like more information regarding the special education 
process, please contact your local school principal for additional 
information.   

 

CAC Meeting Dates 

We are excited to launch 
this newsletter and 

highlight dedicated staff, 
students and the amazing 
work underway in our Los 

Angeles community. 
Enjoy.   

Sincerely,  

Kathy Kantner, Chair; 
Jacquelyn Conkleton Smith, 

Vice Chair; Geo Cable, 
Secretary; Brent Andersen, 
Parliamentarian, and the 

Community Advisory 
Committee. 

Wednesday, March 16, 2016 

Wednesday, April 20, 2016 

Wednesday, May 18, 2016 

 

10:00 am- 1:00pm 

PCSS 
1360 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90026 

Greetings from the 
cac officers 
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and a Special Education Facilitator. Some of 
her most prolific training experiences 
include: Title I conferences, Surrogate Parent 
Trainings, Foster Parent Trainings M. A. P.  
(Modern Approach to Parenting) and Child 
Abuse Prevention, just to name a few. As a 
result of her attendance at the various 
LAUSD trainings and her vast volunteer 
experience, she currently holds a Vice-
Chairperson position of the Community 
Advisory Committee (CAC). 

She enjoys helping families, schools and 
members of the community to work 
together in promoting the health, wellbeing 
and education of all students. She is a firm 
believer in collaboration and teamwork. 
“When schools actively engage parents 
along with community resources, they are 
able to respond more efficiently in meeting 
the needs of all students.” 

We discussed ways to support parent 
engagement and concluded: listening to the 
parents’ concerns, giving the parents ample 
opportunities to participate and learn from 
different trainings is the best approach. She 
suggests that a school campus should feel 
inviting and friendly so when parents do 
come to volunteer they can feel welcome. 
Lastly, she declares that dedicated people 
working and training the parents can also 
encourage participation and engagement. 

Finally, being a volunteer has given her 
many opportunities to work very closely 
with Individual Education Programs (IEP’s) 
for children, serve as a community 
representative on various committees and 
be a resource within her community. She 
appreciates all the education she received 
from all her years of volunteering and being 
an advocate. It has inspired her to continue 

her education by pursuing a Bachelors of 
Arts (BA) degree from California State 
University, Dominguez Hills. 

By: Sydnee Houston, Student 
Ramón C. Cortines School of Visual and 
Performing Arts 

 

(Continued from Page 1) 

 

 

Are you interested in becoming a 
Community Advisory Committee 
member? 

To be considered for membership, 
candidates must complete a CAC 
application and submit it to the Parent, 
Community and Student Services.  

Prospective candidates are appointed 
by the LAUSD Board of Education. 

Visit our website at: 
achieve.lausd.net/pcss to download an 
application or you may contact the 
Parent, Community and Student 
Services at 213-481-3350 to request an 
application. 
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 RESOURCES 
Helpful Websites 

National Center for Learning Disabilities 

Parent site in English: 
https://www.understood.org/en 

Parent site in Spanish: 
https://www.understood.org/es-mx 

North Los Angeles County Regional Center: 
serving children and families in the San Fernando 

Valley: http://www.dds.ca.gov/rc/rc378.cfm 

Good tips for parents about how to advocate for 
your child. 

http://www.wrightslaw.com/howey/power.mtgs
.ltrs.htm  

Special Education 
 http://achieve.lausd.net/sped 

Follow us on Twitter @LAUSDfamilies 

 

Parent, Community and Student Services 
1360 W. Temple Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90026 

213-481-3350 
 

Visit us on the Web at: http://achieve.lausd.net/pcss 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CACnewsletter 

Please help us with your feedback! 


